










  


The Trojan War

The City of Troy

When the city of Troy was built, King Laomedon asked Poseidon  to build a wall around the city that was impenetrable to all foes.  After the wall was completed, the king refused to compensate the god for his efforts, so Poseidon withdrew his protection and left Troy vulnerable to attack. He sent a sea monster to consume Laomedon’s daughter, but the monster was killed by Hercules.
Many years later, the serving queen of Troy (Hecuba) had a dream about the destruction of her city. During her pregnancy, she dreamed that her unborn child would destroy Troy. After the birth of her baby boy, a prophet proclaimed that her son Paris would grow up to destroy the city of Troy. In fear that the prophecy would come true, the queen abandoned her son Paris in a field.  The infant did not die and was saved by shepherds who raised Paris as their own. Paris grew up to be a shepherd and although he worked in the city neither mother or son recognized each other.
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Apple of Discord
The Trojan War has its roots in the marriage between Peleus and Thetis a sea-goddess (parents of Achilles). Poseidon gave Peleus immortal horses named Balios and Xanthos (who would pull the chariot of Achilles in the Trojan War). Unfortunately, they had not invited Eris, the goddess of discord, to their marriage and the outraged goddess stormed into the wedding banquet and threw a golden apple onto the table. Eris declared the apple belonged to whoever was the fairest.

Hera, Athena, and Aphrodite each reached for the apple. Zeus proclaimed that Paris, prince of Troy and thought to be the most beautiful man alive, would act as the judge. 
Hermes went to Paris, and Paris agreed to act as the judge after learning of his true identity. Hera promised him power, Athena promised him wealth, and Aphrodite promised the most beautiful woman in the world. Paris chose Aphrodite, and she promised him that Helen, wife of Menelaus, would be his wife. Paris claimed his right as a true prince, and then prepared to set off for Sparta to seduce and capture Helen. Twin prophets Cassandra and Helenus tried to persuade him against such action, as did his mother, Hecuba. Paris would not listen and sailed for Sparta.

In Sparta, Menelaus, husband of Helen, treated Paris as a royal guest. When Menelaus left Sparta to go to a funeral, Paris abducted Helen (who perhaps went willingly) and also carried off much of Menelaus' wealth (perhaps her dowry).  In Troy, Helen and Paris were married. This occurred around 1200 B.C. 

Greek Armament

Menelaus was outraged to find that Paris had abused his hospitality and taken Helen. Menelaus called upon all of Helen's old suitors, as all of the suitors had made an oath that they would all back Helen's husband to defend her honor.  This is why Helen is remembered as “the face that launched a thousand ships”.
Many of the suitors did not wish to go to war. Odysseus pretended to be insane but this trick was uncovered by Palamedes. Achilles, though not one of the previous suitors, was sought after because the seer Calchas had stated that Troy would not be taken unless Achilles would fight.

One of the most interesting stories is of Cinyras, king of Paphos, in Cyprus, who had been a suitor of Helen. He did not wish to go to war, but promised Agamemnon fifty ships for the Greek fleet. True to his word, Cinyras did send fifty ships. The first ship was commanded by his son. The other forty-nine, however, were toy clay ships, with tiny clay sailors. They dissembled soon after being placed in the ocean (Tripp, 584-584).

The Greek fleet assembled, under Agamemnon's inspection, in Aulis. However, Agamemnon either killed one of Diana's sacred stags or made a careless boast. Either way, Diana was outraged and she calmed the seas so that the fleet could not take off.

The seer Calchas proclaimed that Iphigenia, daughter of Agamemnon, must be sacrificed before the fleet could set sail.  Agamemnon lied to his wife Clytemnestra by telling her their daughter would marry Achilles.  When Iphigenia arrived, she was sacrificed and the Greek ships set off in search of Troy.  Some legends say that Iphigenia was actually the daughter of Helen by Theseus (who kidnapped her at the age of 12).  In this legend, Iphigenia was given to Helen’s sister Clytemnestra to raise to protect Helen’s honor.
Embassy to KingPriam

Odysseus, known for his eloquence, and Menelaus were sent as ambassadors to Priam. They demanded Helen and the stolen treasure be returned. Priam refused, and Odysseus and Menelaus returned to the Greek ships with the announcement that war was inevitable.
The War

The first nine years of the war consisted of both war in Troy and war against the neighboring regions. The Greeks realized that Troy was being supplied by its neighboring kingdoms, so Greeks were sent to defeat these areas.  As well as destroying the Trojan economy, these battles allowed the Greeks to gather a large amount of resources and other spoils of war, including women. 
The Greeks won many important battles. The Trojan hero Hector unknowingly kills Achilles’ cousin Patroclus (who wore the armor of Achilles).  Achilles defeats Hector in battle in revenge. Achilles was a mighty warrior with the power of invincibility The legend of Achilles states that he was dipped into the river Styx by his mother Thetis in order to make him invulnerable to all attacks. His mother held him by the heel to dip him into the river, so this area of his body was not protected.  Paris (brother of Hector) shoots an arrow into Achilles’ heel and kills him (legend states Apollo guided Paris’ arrow). Menelaus and Paris attempt to fight hand to hand to end the war, but Aphrodite protects Paris.  Menelaus is wounded slightly but recovers. Despite the victories of the Greeks, they could not break down the walls of Troy.  
The Trojan Horse

Still seeking to gain entrance into Troy, clever Odysseus (some say with the aid of Athena) ordered a large wooden horse to be built. Its insides were to be hollow so that soldiers could hide within it.  Once the statue had been built by the artist Epeius, a number of the Greek warriors, along with Odysseus, climbed inside. The rest of the Greek fleet sailed away, so as to deceive the Trojans. The Trojans were loyal to Athena, but she aided the Greeks because Paris chose Aphrodite as the fairest of all the goddesses. Ares aided the Trojan side because he had a son fighting in the war.  Zeus, Artemis and Apollo also favored the Trojans while Poseidon and Hera assisted the Greeks.
One man, Sinon, was left behind. When the Trojans came to marvel at the huge creation, Sinon pretended to be angry with the Greeks, stating that they had deserted him. He assured the Trojans that the wooden horse was safe and would bring luck to the Trojans.  Laocoon and Cassandra spoke out against the horse, but they were ignored. The Trojans celebrated what they thought was their victory and dragged the wooden horse into Troy.  Helen suspected treachery so she spent the night walking around the horse imitating the voices of the wives of the Greek warriors.  Odysseus kept them silent.  That night, after most of Troy was asleep or in a drunken stupor, Sinon let the Greek warriors out of the horse, and they slaughtered the Trojans. Priam was killed as he huddled by Zeus' altar. Paris was killed by a poison arrow shot by Philoctetes (given to him by Hercules). The war lasted 10 years (1194 to 1184 B.C.).
After the War

After the war, Polyxena, daughter of Priam, was sacrificed at the tomb of Achilles and Astyanax, the infant son of Hector, was thrown from a tower and dashed on the rocks below, signifying the end of the war.

Aeneas, a Trojan prince, managed to escape the destruction of Troy, and Virgil's Aeneid tells of his flight from Troy. Many sources say that Aeneas was the only Trojan prince to survive, but this statement contradicts the common story that Andromache was married to Helenus, twin of Cassandra, after the war.

Menelaus, who had been determined to kill his faithless wife, was so taken by Helen's beauty and seductiveness (she showed him her naked shoulder) and he allowed her to live. They returned to Sparta after Paris was killed and the city of Troy fell.  Later, Zeus makes Helen immortal.
The surviving Trojan women were divided among the Greek men along with the other plunder. The Greeks then set sail for home, which, for some, proved as difficult and took as much time as the Trojan War itself.  Odysseus and Menelaus are both sidetracked by Poseidon.  Menelaus gets home in 8 years, but it takes Odysseus ten years to get home and his adventures are chronicled in the work of literature called The Oddysey. Priam’s wife Queen Hecuba was given to Odysseus (she is turned into a dog on the voyage back to Sparta). Hector’s wife Andromache is given as a slave to the son of Achilles Neoptolemus (the son of the man who killed her husband).
Agamemnon returned home and was killed by his wife Clytemnestra for bringing home a beautiful Prophetess of Troy (Cassandra), for lying about Iphigenia’s marriage, and for sacrificing their daughter  to get a good wind for the Greek ships. Her son, Orestes, avenges his father’s death by killing his mother and her lover.
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Trojan War Activity

1.) How does King Laomedon offend Poseidon?  What does Poseidon do in revenge?
2.) Why does Hecuba abandon her son Paris?  How does he learn of his true heritage?
3.) Who did not get invited to the wedding of Peleus and Thetis?  How did she create an argument?

4.) Who does Zeus choose as a judge to solve the disagreement?

5.) What is offered to the judge of the argument?  Which offer does he choose?

6.) What is the problem with the choice the judge makes?

7.) What else (besides his queen) is taken from Menalaus?  Where was he when this happened?

8.) What does Odysseus do to try to get out of going to Troy?

9.) What ironic thing does Cinyras do?

10.) How does Agamemnon offend the goddess Diana?  What does he do to get a good wind for the ships?

11.) Who kidnapped Helen when she was a young girl?

12.) Who goes to King Priam to try to make peace?  Is the appeal successful?

13.) Who kills Patroclus?  Why?

14.) How does Hector die?  

15.) How long does the Trojan War last?
16.) Why is Achilles believed to be invincible? What is Achilles’ weakness?  Who kills him?

17.) What idea does Odysseus have to get inside the walls of Troy?  Does it work?

18.) What happened to Hector’s wife Andromache after her husband’s death? What happens to Queen Hecuba?
19.) How does King Priam die?  How long did the war last?
20.) How does Polyxena die?  What other member of the royal family in Troy is killed?

21.) What happens to the great Trojan warrior Aeneas?

22.) What happens to Odysseus when he tries to return home?  How long does his journey take?
23.) How does Agamemnon’s wife react when he returns home?

24.) Which gods and goddesses help the Trojans?  Which ones help the Greeks?

25.) What gift does Poseidon give Peleus?  How does this gift help Achilles?
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