STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS FOR A SEPARATE PEACE

Please answer each question in complete sentences.  Have fun and happy reading!
Chapter 1 
1. Where did the narrator return to? How long had passed since he had been there last? 
2. What two places does the narrator go to visit? 
3. Describe the relationship between the narrator and Phineas. 

4. What is the cause of the sense of fear?

5. Who is telling the story?  Describe the point of view.

6. In this year, what single looming thought preoccupies the minds of most boys at Devon?

Chapter 2 
1. Why is the faculty more indulgent with these boys? 
2. Describe the emblem Phineas wears to celebrate the bombing of Central Europe. 
3. What happens at the traditional tea? Why is the narrator disappointed by these events? 
4. What happens when the two boys go out on the branch together? 
5. How is the “Super Suicide Society of the Summer Session” an example of alliteration?  What dark imagery/foreshadowing does this title suggest?

6. Describe the events that lead up to Gene’s awareness of his own mortality.

Chapter 3 
1. What is blitz ball? Who creates this and makes up the rules? What life lessons does the game teach?
2. What happens at the pool? What does the narrator want to do about that? How does Finny react? 
3. How do the boys get to the beach? How long does it take? What does Finny tell the narrator at the beach? 
4. Who is A. Hopkins Parker and what impact does he have on Finny?

5. Why do you think Gene does NOT tell Finny that he was his best friend, as well.

6. Provide examples to show evidence that Gene is a follower.

Chapter 4 
1. What happens to the narrator when he returns to school? What is his goal for his school career? 
2. What does the narrator believe that Finny is doing to him? 
3. How do Finny and the narrator compare academically and athletically? 
4. What does the narrator realize about himself and Finny? 
5. What does Finny want to do that night at the tree? What happens that night? 
6. Explain why Gene’s trigonometry test was especially memorable.

7. When Finny tells Gene NOT to go to Leper’s jump, was he being a sincere friend, or was he utilizing reverse psychology?

Chapter 5

1. What happened to Finny? How does the narrator feel? 
2. What does the narrator do one evening when dressing for dinner?  What effect does this have?
3. What does the doctor predict will be the end result of Finny’s accident? 
4. How does the narrator react to this news? 
Chapter 5 (continued)

1. What does Finny remember about that night in the tree?   Why is Finny sorry?
2. What does the narrator want to tell Finny? Why doesn’t Gene admit the truth to Finny?
3. What does the narrator do when he is passing through Boston on his way back to Devon? 
4. What does he tell Finny? How does Finny react? What does the narrator say to try to make things better? 

5. How does Gene inflict a deeper emotional injury upon Finny? How does the situation end? 

Chapter 6 
1. Who is Brinker Hadley? 
2. Who is Quackenbush? What happens between him and the narrator? What causes this to happen? 
3. Why did the narrator decide to be assistant crew manager? 
4. What happened to Devon during the summer months?

5. How does Mr. Ludsbury differ from Mr. Prud’homme?

6. How does Gene get to “become a part of Phineas”?

Chapter 7 
1. What does Brinker say that upsets the narrator (Gene)? Is he serious? 
2. What happens when the boys go to the Butt room? How does Gene handle this confrontation? 
3. What is one of the things the boys do to help out due to the war effort? 
4. Who does Gene meet on his way to the train? What is this person doing? 
5. How and why do the Devon boys tease Quackenbush and Leper?

6. What adjectives are used to describe the stars? Why does Gene focus on them?

Chapter 8 
1. What is Brinker’s “catastrophic joke”? How does Finny react to Brinker’s question? 
2. What does Finny want to do on his first day back on campus? 
3. What does Finny tell Gene about the war? 
4. What does Finny make Gene do? What does he tell Gene his aim was? 
5. How and why did Gene’s plans to elist change?

6. What key factor influences learning the most?

7. At what point does Gene surpass his threshold of pain and receive a euphoric rush?

Chapter 9

1. Who is the first boy to enlist?  What branch of service does he want to join?

2. How do the boys react to this enlistment after he is gone?

3. What is the Winter Carnival? Whose idea is it? What events make up the carnival?

4. Who does Gene get a telegraph from? What does it say? What prediction can you make?
5. What is unique about Mount Katahdin and why is a reference made to it in the story?

Chapter 10 
1. What is Leper like when Gene visits? Why did he “escape” the army? 
2. What saved most people Gene’s age from being killed in the war?

3. What insight does Leper have regarding Gene and Finny’s experience the previous summer?

4. How does Gene react to Leper’s “insight”? How does Mrs. Lepellier react?

5. Who is closer to the truth, Mrs. Lepellier or Elwin Lepellier? Why?

6. What causes Gene’s outburst at the end of Chapter 10? Make speculations about underlying issues (causes even GENE may not be aware of yet).

Chapter 11 
1. What does Gene do when he returns to Devon after visiting Leper? 
2. Where does Brinker take Gene and Finny at night? What is their purpose? 
3. How does Finny handle their questions? What does he try to do for Gene? 
4. Who is the surprise witness for the trial? What does he say? 
5. How does Finny react to this testimony? What happens to Finny? 

6. Why does Finny hold a grudge against Caesar?

7. What character is the most “aware” (of both self and others)? 
8. What foreshadowing (in this chapter and other chapters) exists to hint at the climax of the “inquiry” in Chapter 10?

9. How does the “inquiry end”? Why? **This is a harder question that you may initially think!

Chapter 12 
1. Where is Finny taken? What does Gene do? 
2. How does Finny react to seeing Gene? What happens to him? 
3. Why does Gene return to the infirmary? What does he tell Finny? 
4. What does Finny say about denying the war? What does Gene say about Finny being a solider? 
5. What is resolved between the boys?  What do they finally allow themselves to do that they were incapable of doing before?
6. What is Dr. Stanpole’s rationale for Finny’s post-operative condition? How does Gene react? Why? 

7. Why is every minute of the rest of Gene’s day outlined/remembered in such detail?
Chapter 13 
1. What branch of the service does Gene join? Brinker?  What does Gene say his war was? 
2. What was Phineas the only one not to do during his time on earth.
3. How does Mr. Hadley know Gene?  Think about the significance of this after you find the answer.

4. According to Gene, what does friendship involve?  How can this concept be applied throughout Gene and Finny’s friendship?

6. According to Gene, how did Finny see the world?  What allowed him to deal with situations so well? What finally broke Finny’s “harmonious and natural unity”?

6. What proof do you have that Gene is now ready for the war?

7. What overall impact did Phineas have of Gene (his outlook on life and his perception of the world)?
