What is a Noun?

A noun is a word used to name a person, animal, place, thing, or abstract idea. 

Noun Plurals

Most nouns change their form to indicate number by adding "-s" or "-es", as illustrated in the following pairs of sentences:

When Matthew was small he rarely told the truth.

Many people do not believe that truths are self-evident.

He tripped over a box left carelessly in the hallway.

Since we are moving, we will need many boxes.

There are other nouns which form the plural by changing the last letter before adding "s". Some words ending in "f" form the plural by deleting "f" and adding "ves," and words ending in "y" form the plural by deleting the "y" and adding "ies," as in the following pairs of sentences:

The city of Creek Falls has one famous thief.

They are determined to identify all the thieves on campus.

Warsaw is their favorite city because it reminds them of when they fell in love.

The vacation my grandparents won includes trips to twelve European cities.

The children shouted, "Are you a man or a mouse?"

The audience was shocked when all five men admitted that they were afraid of mice.

Possessive Nouns
In the possessive case, a noun or pronoun changes its form to show that it owns or is closely related to something else. Usually, nouns become possessive by adding a combination of an apostrophe and the letter "s."

The red suitcase is Cassandra's.

The miner's face was covered in coal dust.

You can form the possessive case of a singular noun that ends in "s" by adding an apostrophe after the “s”.

The film crew accidentally crushed the platypus' eggs.

Felicia Hemans' poetry was once more popular than Lord Byron's.

You can form the possessive case of a plural noun that does not end in "s" by adding an apostrophe and a "s," as in the following examples:

The children's mittens were scattered on the floor of the porch.

Since we have a complex appeal process, a jury's verdict is not always final.

You can form the possessive case of a plural noun that does end in "s" by adding an apostrophe:

The concert was interrupted by the dogs' barking, the ducks' quacking, and the babies' squalling.

Proper Nouns

You always write a proper noun with a capital letter, since the noun represents the name of a specific person, place, or thing. The names of days of the week, months, historical documents, institutions, organizations, religions, their holy texts and their adherents are proper nouns. A proper noun is the opposite of a common noun

In each of the following sentences, the proper nouns are highlighted:

The Marroons were transported from Jamaica and forced to build structures in Halifax.

Many people dread Monday mornings.

Abraham appears in the Talmud, the Bible and in the Koran.

Common Nouns

A common noun is a noun referring to a person, place, or thing in a general sense -- usually, you should write it with a capital letter only when it begins a sentence. A common noun is the opposite of a proper noun.

In each of the following sentences, the common nouns are highlighted:

According to the sign, the nearest town is 60 miles away.

All the gardens in the neighborhood were invaded by beetles this summer.

Sometimes you will make proper nouns out of common nouns, as in the following examples:

The meals in the Bouncing Bean Restaurant are less expensive.

The Diary of Anne Frank is often a child's first introduction to the history of the Holocaust.

Concrete Nouns

A concrete noun is a noun which names anything (or anyone) that you can perceive through your physical senses: touch, sight, taste, hearing, or smell. A concrete noun is the opposite of an abstract noun.

The highlighted words in the following sentences are all concrete nouns:

The judge handed the files to the clerk.

Whenever they take the dog to the beach, it spends hours chasing waves.

Abstract Nouns

An abstract noun is a noun which names anything which you can not perceive through your five physical senses, and is the opposite of a concrete noun. The highlighted words in the following sentences are all abstract nouns:

Buying the fire extinguisher was an afterthought.

Tillie is amused by people who are nostalgic about childhood.

Justice often seems to slip out of our grasp.

Some scientists believe that schizophrenia is transmitted genetically.

Collective Nouns

A collective noun is a noun naming a group of things, animals, or persons. You could count the individual members of the group, but you usually think of the group as a whole is generally as one unit. You need to be able to recognize collective nouns in order to maintain subject-verb agreement. 

In each of the following sentences, the highlighted word is a collective noun:

The flock of geese spends most of its time in the pasture.

The jury is dining on take-out chicken tonight.

The class was startled by the bursting light bulb.

 What is a Verb?

The verb is perhaps the most important part of the sentence. A verb explains something about the subject of the sentence and express actions, events, or states of being. 

Dracula bites his victims on the neck.

In early October, Giselle will plant twenty tulip bulbs.

My first teacher was Miss Crawford.

Karl Creelman bicycled around the world in 1899, but his diaries and his bicycle were destroyed.
What is a Pronoun?

A pronoun can replace a noun or another pronoun. You use pronouns like "he," "which," "none," and "you" to make your sentences less confusing and less repetitive.

Personal Pronouns

A personal pronoun refers to a specific person or thing and changes its form to indicate person, number, gender, and case. They include I, me, we, you, he, she, they, and it.
I was glad to find the bus pass in the bottom of the green knapsack.

You are surely the strangest child I have ever met.

He stole the selkie's skin and forced her to live with him.

When she was a young woman, she earned her living as a coal miner.

After many years, they returned to their homeland.

We will meet at the library at 3:30 p.m.

It is on the counter.

Christopher was surprised to see her at the drag races.

Possessive Personal Pronouns

A possessive pronoun indicates that the pronoun is acting as a marker of possession and defines who owns a particular object or person. The possessive personal pronouns are "mine," "yours," "hers," "his," "its," "ours," and "theirs." 

The smallest gift is mine.

This is yours.

Theirs will be delivered tomorrow.

Ours is the green one on the corner.

Relative Pronouns

You can use a relative pronoun is used to link one phrase or clause to another phrase or clause. The relative pronouns are "who," “whose,” "whom," "that," and "which." 

The candidate, who wins the greatest popular vote, is not always elected.

Whoever broke the window will have to replace it.

The crate, which was left in the corridor, has now been moved into the storage closet.

Indefinite Pronouns

An indefinite pronoun is a pronoun referring to an identifiable but not specified person or thing. An indefinite pronoun conveys the idea of all, any, none, or some.

The most common indefinite pronouns are "all," "another," "any," "anybody," "anyone," "anything," "each," "everybody," "everyone," "everything," "few," "many," "nobody," "none," "one," "several," "some," "somebody," and "someone." 
Many were invited to the lunch but only twelve showed up.

The office had been searched and everything was thrown onto the floor.

Make sure you give everyone a copy of the amended bylaws.

Reflexive Pronouns

The reflexive pronouns are "myself," "yourself," "herself," "himself," "itself," "ourselves," "yourselves," and "themselves." 

Diabetics give themselves insulin shots several times a day.

After the party, I asked myself why I had faxed invitations to everyone.
Richard usually remembered to send a copy of his e-mail to himself.

Although the landlord promised to paint the apartment, we ended up doing it ourselves.

What Is An Adjective?

An adjective modifies a noun or a pronoun by describing, identifying, or quantifying words. An adjective usually precedes the noun or the pronoun which it modifies.

In the following examples, the highlighted words are adjectives:

Mrs. Morrison papered her kitchen walls with hideous wall paper.

The small boat foundered on the dark sea.

The coal mines are spooky and dank.

Many stores have already begun to play irritating classical music.

A battered music box sat on the mahogany sideboard.

The back room was filled with large, yellow rain boots.

What is an Adverb?

An adverb An adverb indicates manner, time, place, cause, or degree and answers questions such as "how," "when," "where," "how much".

Many adverbs can be identified by their characteristic "ly" suffix.

The seamstress quickly made the mourning clothes.

The midwives waited patiently through a long labour.

The boldly spoken words would return to haunt the rebel.

Unfortunately, the bank closed at three today.

Conjunctive Adverbs

You can use a conjunctive adverb to join two clauses together. Some of the most common conjunctive adverbs are "also," "consequently," "finally," "furthermore," "hence," "however," "incidentally," "indeed," "instead," "likewise," "meanwhile," "nevertheless," "next," "nonetheless," "otherwise," "still," "then," "therefore," and "thus." A conjunctive adverb is not strong enough to join two independent clauses without the aid of a semicolon.

The highlighted words in the following sentences are conjunctive adverbs:

The government has cut university budgets; consequently, class sizes have been increased.

He did not have all the ingredients the recipe called for; therefore, he decided to make something else.

The report recommended several changes to the ways the corporation accounted for donations; furthermore, it suggested that a new auditor be appointed immediately.

The crowd waited patiently for three hours; finally, the doors to the stadium were opened.

Batman and Robin fruitlessly searched the building; indeed, the Joker had escaped through a secret door in the basement.

What is a Preposition?

A preposition links nouns, pronouns and phrases to other words in a sentence. The word or phrase that the preposition introduces is called the object of the preposition.

The book is on the table.

The book is beneath the table.

The book is leaning against the table.

The book is beside the table.

She held the book over the table.

She read the book during class.

The most common prepositions are "about," "above," "across," "after," "against," "along," "among," "around," "at," "before," "behind," "below," "beneath," "beside," "between," "beyond," "but," "by," "despite," "down," "during," "except," "for," "from," "in," "inside," "into," "like," "near," "of," "off," "on," "onto," "out," "outside," "over," "past," "since," "through," "throughout," "till," "to," "toward," "under," "underneath," "until," "up," "upon," "with," "within," and "without."
What is a Conjunction?

You can use a conjunction to link words, phrases, and clauses.  They are also known as the FANBOYS:  for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.

I ate the pizza and the pasta.

I finished my homework, so I went to the movies.

Lilacs and violets are usually purple.

Subordinating Conjunctions

A subordinating conjunction introduces a dependent clause and indicates the nature of the relationship among the independent clause(s) and the dependent clause(s).

The most common subordinating conjunctions are "after," "although," "as," "because," "before," "how," "if," "once," "since," "than," "that," "though," "till," "until," "when," "where," "whether," and "while."
Each of the highlighted words in the following sentences is a subordinating conjunction:

After she had learned to drive, Alice felt more independent.

If the paperwork arrives on time, your cheque will be mailed on Tuesday.

Gerald had to begin his thesis over again when his computer crashed.

What is an Interjection?

An interjection is a word added to a sentence to convey emotion. It is not grammatically related to any other part of the sentence.

You usually follow an interjection with an exclamation mark. Interjections are uncommon in formal academic prose, except in direct quotations.

Ouch, that hurt!

Oh no, I forgot that the exam was today.

Hey! Put that down!

I heard one guy say to another guy, "He has a new car, eh?"

Prepositions List

about
above
across
after
against
along
among
around
as
at
before
behind
below
beneath
beside
between
beyond
by
down
during
except
from
in
inside
into
near
next
of
off
on
onto
out
outside
over
past
through
to
toward
under
underneath
until
up
with
within
without

