Odysseus and the Cyclops

Please answer in complete sentences and do not copy sentences directly from the text as your only answer. Please do not write on this worksheet.
1.) Describe the society of the Cyclops.  What happens to crops and how do they live as a 

   community?  What do they eat?

2.) How many men does Odysseus take with him to explore?  What do the other men do?

3.) What did gifts did Maron give Odysseus?  What did Odysseus do for Maron to earn these gifts?

4.) Describe the inside of the Cyclops’ cave.

5.) When Odysseus’ men saw the items inside the cave, what did they want to do?  Why did Odysseus refuse?

  Do you think this was a good decision?  Explain why or why not.

6.) Sometimes, people with high intelligence and great leadership get into trouble because they are curious.  Is Odysseus’ decision to stay in the cave based on reason or emotion?

7.) What description does Odysseus give the Cyclops about his men and his voyage?  What does he ask of the  Cyclops?
8.) Why does the Cyclops say he does not fear Zeus?

9.) What lie does Odysseus tell the Cyclops about his ship?  Why does he tell this lie?

10.) What does the Cyclops do to two of Odysseus’ men? Why does this offend the Greeks?
11.) After his meal, the Cyclops takes a nap.  Odysseus raises his sword to kill him, but stops.  What prevents him?

12.) What does the Cyclops eat for breakfast?

13.) While the Cyclops is tending his sheep, what do Odysseus and his men make?  Where do they hide it?  Which goddess does Odysseus pray to for help in escaping from the Cyclops? How many men does it require to lift?
14.)  What does the Cyclops eat for dinner?  How many men has Odysseus lost?  How many are left? 
15.)  How many bowls of the special wine does the Cyclops drink?  What name does Odysseus give?  How does this confuse the Cyclops?

16.) While the Cyclops is drunk, what does Odysseus do?
17.) What is the name of the Cyclops?  

18.) When the other Cyclopes hear the cries inside the cave, who does the Cyclops accuse of hurting him?  

   Why is this ironic?

19.) After moving the stone slab at the entrance of the cave, the Cyclops waits for Odysseus and his men to come out.

20.) What creative plan does Odysseus use to escape?  What do you think the Cyclops could have done to prevent Odysseus and his men from escaping?

21.) What does the Cyclops notice is strange about the ram Odysseus is with?  What does the Cyclops think is the reason for this change in behavior?

22.) When Odysseus returns to the ship, why are the men happy?  Why are they sad?
23.) As the ship is sailing away, what does Odysseus say to the Cyclops?  Do you think this is brave or foolish?

24.) How does the Cyclops respond to this taunt?

25.) When Odysseus begins to yell more insults at the Cyclops, what do his men beg him to do?  How does he respond? Do you think this is brave or foolish?  What is usually a second weakness of intelligent people?
26.) Why does the Cyclops pray to Poseidon?  What two requests does he make?

27.) How do Odysseus and his men land on an island?

28.) How do the men divide the Cyclops’ flock?  What do the men give Odysseus?

29.) What does Odysseus do with his portion of the prize? What is the response from the gods?

30.) As the men leave the island, why are they sad?

