Chapters 1-5 Friday, Feb. 14th       Chapters 6-11  Friday, Feb. 21st        Chapters 12-17 Friday, 28th 

The Wave Study Guide

All questions should be answered on separate pieces of paper.
Forward

1. What is the setting of the book?

2. What was the impact of the incident on the teacher and students?

3. As you read the novel, complete the Character Chart

Chapter 1

1. What is Mr. Ross’ flaw? What is the teacher’s reputation with the rest of the staff? Why do you think opinions about Mr. Ross are divided?
2. Who are the two “A” students? Who are the two “D” students?

3. At the end of the chapter, what ultimatum does Mr. Ross give the students? What does he notice about the students’ study habits and attitude toward homework?
Chapter 2

1. What horrified Mr. Ross about the film?
2. Describe Adolf Hitler and the Death Camps from the teacher’s perspective.

3. List the different reactions of the students after viewing the film. 

4. What is the problem with Robert’s motivation?  What do you infer about his background?

Chapter 3

1. Why do you think no one “stopped” the Nazis in the 1930s and 1940s?

2. What differing opinions do David and Laurie express about the film? What can you infer about their relationship?

3. How do Laurie and Amy differ in their opinions about David? Which person do you think has a more 

4. What prevents Amy and Laurie from becoming really close friends? What do you suggest as a solution?

5. What does David think is the problem with the football team? What is their next big challenge? 
Chapter 4

1. What does Christy understand about her husband’s behavior? How do you feel about Mr. Ross’s obsessive nature? How does it impact his teaching in a positive or negative way?

2. What causes Mr. Ross to begin the “experiment”? What bothers Ross about his students’ reaction to Hitler and Nazis?

Chapter 5

1. What motto does Mr. Ross share with the students?

2. What are the three key rules? How does the implementation of the rules impact the students?

3. What is Robert’s reaction to the idea of power through discipline and the teacher’s demand for good posture?

4. How did the students react to the teacher’s clear directions? 

5. What does Mr. Ross realize about the power of the game he creates? 
Chapter 6

1. The teacher arrives late – how does the class surprise him?

2. What is the new motto?

3. Why does Mr. Ross add a salute and a symbol?

4. How does the argument with Deutsch and Brian prove David’s point?
Chapter 7 

1. How do Laurie’s parents react when she tells them about the Wave?

2. What does Laurie stress as a positive aspect of the Wave?

3. How does Laurie react to her mom’s concern?  Is this a typical teenage reaction?

4. What bothers Christy when she and Ben discuss the Wave?

5. Do you think what Mr. Ross is teaching the students is beneficial and ethical?  

6. Although Mr. Ross says the wave is “contagious,” how does it negatively impact his attitude and character?
Chapter 8

1. What is the difference between David and Laurie’s opinions about the experiment? How does this compare to their opinions about the film at the beginning of the novel?

2. Explain the positive and negative points of competition in general. Has the Wave had a positive or negative effect on the football team?
3. Explain the new Wave requirement and the effect on the students.  Name the two requirements for new recruits.

4. What effect does the Wave have on Robert Billings?

5. Why do you think Laurie remains silent even though she is deeply concerned?

Chapter 9

1. Why do you think fads become popular in society?
2. Explain Ross’s daydreams.  What does this reveal about his pride and ambition?
3. How does the quality of class work change in Mr. Ross’ class?
Chapter 10

4. Why does Principal Owens summon Mr. Ross? What advice does the principal give?

5. Why will Mr. Ross be relieved if the principal tells him to stop the Wave?

Chapter 11

1. Summarize the anonymous letter Laurie receives. Do you think it would be wise to publish the letter?
2. What does Robert want to do for Mr. Ross?  What is Mr. Ross’s response? Do you think this Mr. Ross’ decision is best for him and for Robert? What would you do in Mr, Ross’ situation?
3. Why are members of the Wave printing pamphlets and holding rallies?
Chapter 12

1. Explain Laurie’s decisions about the rally.  Do you agree or disagree? Why do you think she hides her concerns from her parents?
2. What does the name Deutsch mean? Why is his fight ironic?
3. Is everyone “equal for once” as David asserts? What is Dave’s accusation to Laurie about her reasons for not liking the Wave?

4. What are Mr. Saunders’ concerns? Do you think it will be dangerous to print articles against the Wave?
5. Why does David break up with Laurie? Does this event surprise you?

Chapter 13

1. Explain the conflict between Brad and Laurie at the game.

2. No one can enter the football seating area without giving the Wave salute.  Why do you think everyone agrees to give the salute? How is the Wave impacting individual freedom?
3. What is ironic about the football game against Clarkstown?
Chapter 14

1. What does Amy reveal to Laurie?  What does this show about her true character and feelings? 

2. How does Mr. Ross begin to realize he has lost his focus? What do you think should be done about the Wave?

3. It is ironic that totalitarian leaders use power and control to give citizens the illusion of order when in reality people lose their trust, creativity and ability to work together because they cannot trust one another.  What should societies do to prevent a dictator from coming to power?
4. Why is David confused when people start making threats against Laurie?
5. What is a scapegoat? Why do dictators need a scapegoat?

Chapter 15

1. What are Mrs. Ross’ concerns about the Wave? What does she tell her husband?

2. What are the students really learning as a result of the Wave experiment?
3. How does the argument between David and Laurie escalate to violence?  What is the turning point of the novel?

Chapter 16

1. What does the principal tell Ross?  What is Ross’s response?

2. What is Auschwitz? 

3. Roles have switched and now Laurie and David are outcasts and Robert is popular and powerful.  Do you think Robert is really equal if he is not free?
4. How did Gordon High School become like Nazi Germany in the 1940s?
Chapter 17

1. Describe the rally.

2. Explain what Ross meant when he said, “I meant the Wave to be a great lesson for you and perhaps I succeeded too well.”

3. Why do you think the Wave rally requires guards and locked doors?

4. How does Mr. Ross’ wife show her faith and support in her husband?

5. What lesson do the students learn about following leaders?

6. How do the students react when they see the picture of their true leader?

7. What do you think are the real reason behind Robert’s tears? What does Robert need from society?

8. Who is the student who will lose the most in the aftermath?  What do you think Mr. Ross should say when he talks with Robert? 
9. Would the Wave experiment work at Edsel Ford High School? Do you think such an experiment would be a good idea?

