“North Korea Elections: A Sham Worth Studying”      by Emily Rauhala      March 10, 2014 
Directions:  **Be sure to use complete sentences**

#1   I:   Identify the author’s purpose and intended audience.



#2   D:  Determine the main idea



#3   E:  Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the article



#4   A:  Agree or disagree (explain your stance on the issue)

***Show evidence of a close reading: mark words, phrases and ideas that interest you.  


Mark up the text with questions, cool/confusing words and comments.

North Korean voters line up to cast their ballots to elect deputies for the Supreme People's Assembly in Pyongyang on March 9, 2014.  The stranger-than-fiction vote offers few surprises—100 percent of eligible balloters favored only the pre-determined politicians—but the once-every-five-years election provides a better sense of how North Korea is run. Many compare the reign of Kim Jong-un to the Russian leader Josef Stalin.
Kim Jong-un wins! That is the unsurprising outcome of North Korea’s first legislative elections under the leadership of young dictator Kim Jong-un. State media report that nearly 100% of eligible North Koreans voted in Sunday’s poll, and 100% of them cast votes in favor of the status quo. This is only partly as ridiculous as it sounds: voting is mandatory and there is one option on the ballot. 

Indeed, when North Korea votes, it votes. When exactly 100% of eligible North Korean set out to cast votes 100% in favor of predetermined politicians, they were carried forth on “billows of emotion and happiness,” state media reported. And nowhere were they happier — or more billowy, presumably — that in Kim’s district, Mount Paektu, the Korean peninsula’s highest peak. The group that voted at the storied site were so moved by the exercise that they spontaneously burst into song, state media said. 

The once-every-five-year vote is an important exercise in political propaganda. Take Kim’s district. Mount Paektu is North Korea’s holy land. It was where his grandfather Kim Il Sung and a small group of his associates are said to have repelled the Japanese. It was also where Kim Il Sung’s son and successor, Kim Jong Il, is said to have been born. Kim Jong Un’s right to rule is based on his link to the “Paektu bloodline” — and to the mythology of the mountain itself. 

The vote also serves practical purposes. Forcing 100% of eligible North Koreans to vote every five years is a way for the government to keep tabs on the population. North Korean defectors report that vote acts as an informal census, with neighborhood committees, called inminban, closely monitoring who shows up and who doesn’t. Since a single person’s absence could cast suspicion on an entire clan, people working, say, near or across the Chinese border, make a point of returning to their hometowns to cast their votes. 

The polls also no doubt gave Kim Jong -un a chance to shape the parliament. Though it is largely a symbolic body (it generally meets once a year), North Korea watchers will be studying the poll to glean information about how power is being distributed under the young dictator. Kim Jong Un has already purged several of his father’s allies and promoted younger cadres. 
Standing in the highly symbolic Mount Paekdu district, Kim was declared victorious this morning ahead of the results for any of the other 700 or so seats.  Rather than being a democratic choice between candidates, elections in North Korea superficially provide the people with the chance to approve the politicians pre-selected by the leading party. Each ballot has a single named listed with the option to pick “yes” or “no”. 

Announcing Kim’s 100 per cent victory today, the state media agency declared: “This is an expression of all the service personnel and people's absolute support and profound trust in supreme leader Kim Jong-un as they single-mindedly remain loyal to him.” 
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Kim Jong Un casting his ballot for himself.           North Korean soldiers dancing after casting their votes in the election
                                                                                 at the Kim Il Sung University of Politics on March 9th in North Korea. 
One Paragraph Focus Question:  (Be sure to use a thesis and text support)
What do you think this article reveals about democracy in North Korea? Do you think the election reflects the freedom and ideas of the people? Use at least one quote to prove your answer.
