Le Misérables Section #5 Study Guide (Pages 305-375)
Please answer in complete sentences.

1.) How many young men are fighting the French army behind the barricade?  What are they fighting for?
2.) What is ironic about Gavroche’s death (there are multiple things, choose at least 3).

3.) How does Jean ValJean “execute” Javert?

4.) Describe the steps Jean ValJean took to save Marius despite his disgust for the young man.  What is his motivation?

5.) What does Thenardier believe Jean ValJean has done? How does he help him? Why does he help him?

6.) Marius was shot in the chest, but saved.  What saved him?

7.) When Javert discovers Jean ValJean with Marius, what does he do?

8.) Why is Javert confused and in agony? What is the source of his mental anguish?

9.) Why does Javert make such an extreme decision about his life – what is his motivation?

10.) Describe the reaction of Marius’ grandfather.  Were you surprised by this reaction?

11.) Jean ValJean gives Marius and Cosette a large amount of money.  How much is it? Where did it come from?

                Marius refuses to spend the money – where does he believe it came from?

12.) Marius is the only survivor of the friends he had at the barricade.  What does he devote his life to try to find?

13.) What is the real story behind Jean ValJean’s injured thumb?

14.) If you were Marius, how would you react to the news about Jean ValJean? Would you send him away?

15.) What is Jean ValJean’s motivation for telling Marius the truth? Do you think it is wise to keep this secret from 



Cosette?

16.) Describe the evening ritual with Cosette and Jean ValJean.  Describe three things that you find sad about the scene.

