Le Misérables Section #1 Study Guide (Pages 1-70)
Please answer in complete sentences.

1.) Describe the reasons why townspeople mistrust Jean ValJean due to his appearance.

2.) List the places that Jean ValJean goes to appeal for help – and is turned away.

3.) What proof do you have from the text that the Bishop has a reputation of kindness and generosity.

4.) Once the Bishop shows Jean ValJean respect, he tells him every detail of his past.  Describe Jean ValJean’s past experiences.  Why do you think these revelations are ironic?

5.) The Bishop does many shocking things to show kindness to Jean ValJean.  Describe some of the actions the Bishop 

takes.  What is his motivation for being so generous with a dangerous man.  

6.) If you were in the Bishop’s place, how would you treat Jean ValJean?
7.) Describe the background of prisoner 24601 and the sentences he was given.

8.) Why do you think the author chooses 3am for the time of Jean ValJean’s theft? Describe the use of light and darkness in this scene.

9.) What motivates the Bishop to have Jean ValJean released from police custody?

10.) Describe the incident with Petit Gervais. What occurs at 3am? Why is this ironic?

11.) Describe Madame Thenardier.

12.) Describe Cosette.

13.) What pact does Fantine make with Madame Thenardier? Why is this ironic?

14.) How does Jean ValJean become a citizen of Montfermeil without showing his papers?

15.) Although he refuses to become mayor at first, why is Jean ValJean finally appointed?

16.) Describe Inspector Javert.

17.) Describe the incident with Fauchelevent. Why is this ironic? How does this endanger Jean ValJean?

18.) Why does Javert request that the mayor dismiss him? What is his view of justice?

19.) What protects Jean ValJean from being discovered by the authorities in Paris?

20.) What has happened to Fantine? Where does she find work to provide for Cosette?

