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LA 1 AoW #8 “Mega Millions Winners Fortune or Misfortune?”

ABC World News   November 28, 2012
Directions:  **Be sure to use complete sentences**

#1    I:   Identify the author’s purpose and intended audience.



#2   D:  Determine the main idea



#3   E:  Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the article



#4   A:  Agree or disagree (explain your stance on the issue)

***Show evidence of a close reading: mark words, phrases and ideas that interest you.  

Mark up the text with questions, cool/confusing words and comments.
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The Poweball jackpot is an estimated $500 million . . . yes, that's half a billion. . . dollars. Millions more will add to the final jackpot by the cut-off for the drawing which will be held at 9pm CT on Wednesday, November 28. The Powerball players select five numbers from a field of 59 and then the Powerball number from a field of 35. Despite the huge cache of cash, only a few will claim or share in this prize, and unfortunately, too many winner wantabes are blowing their utility or mortgage payments in hope of the hitting the big one.

How many times have you sat, clutching that white slip with those lucky numbers, watching as that round white ball rises or descends, announcing the mega millions winning numbers. How many times have you daydreamed about how winning the Powerball lottery would improve your circumstances? Well, maybe winning isn't quite the happiness pill you envision. In fact, some past lottery winners might honestly report that their one-in-20 million windfall wasn't the key to utopia. In fact, that winning lottery pill created a lot of heartache and heartburn. Examine the following true stories of those blessed or cursed with winning the lottery and the trouble that ensued.

Take the case of Abraham Shakespeare. October 2006 saw this 42-year old, warming a jail cell due to a $6,000 back child support judgment. About a month after his release, he was working as an assistant truck driver. When his coworker, Michael Ford, stopped at an convenience store in Frostproof, Florida to play the lottery, Shakespeare gave him $2.00 for two quick picks.

A week later, Shakespeare would receive a lump sum payment nearing $17 million. Shakespeare, who had led a troubled life prior to his good luck, had worked a variety of jobs including stints as a garbage collector and dishwasher. Now, he had the financial resources to never work a day again . . . and to help others. And help he did. Reportedly, he quickly gave away close to $2 million to family and friends. He plopped down over $1 million for a new home and funded his son's child support fund with another million. But, he soon found himself with too many new friends and a few alienated old ones. His truck driving buddy, sued him. He said he was the one who bought the winning ticket and that Shakespeare had stolen it from his wallet. The courts ruled in Shakespeare's favor.

He went through a succession of women; one of whom sued him for $5,000; another sued him for child support.

And his troubles with the law continued to plague him. He was stopped five times for various driving violations in 2007.

Later, he would meet DeeDee Moore, an aspiring author who told him she wanted to chronicle his life. Shakespeare probably was not aware of Moore's previous legal woes. She had been sentenced to probation for making a false carjacking and rape report in 2001 to collect insurance money. In March 2009, Shakespeare disappeared. Ms. Moore said he had simply run away from all the publicity and outstretched palms. Apparently, he left without most of his winnings; Moore was now in possession of his bank account and his home. She claimed he had sold the latter to her for $600,000. Apparently, Moore concocted a plan to convince family members Shakespeare was relaxing somewhere out of the limelight. She sent text messages from the cell phone he conveniently left behind. She bribed his cousin to send a birthday card to Shakespeare's mother on her birthday. But, when he did not show for Thanksgiving dinner, the family reported him missing.

And not unlike a Shakespearean tragedy, nine months after he had disappeared, the $17 million lottery winner's body was found buried, under concrete slabs, in the back of Moore's home. She has been charged with accessory to murder. But she denies any involvement in the murder.

Doris Murray's 41st birthday was certainly a lucky one. Murray, mother of four, had just won $5 million in the Georgia state lottery. A year later, she was dead and her 51 year old boyfriend, Derrick Stanley was being held for her murder. 

Unlike, other lottery winners, Murray had attempted to maintain her former austere lifestyle. She still lived in the same modest home and apparently hadn't even upgraded her auto. She was to receive approximately $172,000 yearly after taxes and she had planned to establish a trust fund for her grandchildren.

Murray's family thinks they know why she was murdered. Apparently, she was attempting to break up with her long-time boyfriend, Stanley. They believe he was unwilling to accept her wishes so he stabbed her to death. The remaining money will be dispensed according to her will.

You could say William Post, III owed his good fortune to a ring and pawn shop. He used the $40.00 he received for his pawned ring to purchase 40 lottery tickets in 1998. He won $16.2 million in the Pennsylvania lottery. Post had led a troubled life; his mother had died when he was eight and his father sent him to an orphanage. Before hitting the big one, he had lived off of social security and disability checks. Now, his money troubles were over. That was the good news.

The bad . . . well, he didn't have a clue on how to manage his winnings and within three months, he was $500,000 in debt. He received yearly payments of close to $500,000, yet, he filed for bankruptcy in 1996.

His landlady and sometimes girlfriend sued him; she said she helped him buy the tickets. A judge agreed and awarded her a third of the proceeds.

Post loved women and getting married it would seem. His sixth wife left after Post's brother contracted with a hitman to kill both her and Post. In 1998, he was convicted of attempted assault for firing his gun at . . . a bill collector. And, he liked firing that shotgun; his sixth wife had a restraining order against him for shooting at her car during a dispute. He lived his final years alienated from friends and familes in a ranshackled mansion (a misnomer at best). He auctioned off his final lottery payments to free himself of debt and sold his mansion for $65,000. He had paid close to $400,000 for it a few years earlier.

But still he couldn't shake the spending bug and blew through his remaining money purchasing homes, cars, motorcycles, even a $260,000 sailboat. He succumbed to respiratory failure in 1998 in Biloxi, Mississippi. He had been fighting extradition to Pennsylvania for the assault conviction and was living on a $450 disability check when he died. He had once said. "I was much happier when I was broke." Seems those mega millions brought only trouble. Survivors include seven wives and ten children.
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Dana Martz created his own fireworks when he won the $9 million Mega Million Virginia lottery just prior to the country's big party on July 4. Unfortunately, seven years later, he was killed in a single-car accident. He was receiving 26 annual payments of $346,000. 

Billie Bob Harrell won the Texas Lottery in June of 1997. Harrell had been struggling with a spell of bad luck of late. He had lost two jobs and was working as a stock clerk when he had the windfall. He opted to receive 25 annual checks of $1.24 million. Harrell was quite generous with his winnings, outfitting his family members with new homes and cars. His church as well as many congregation members benefited from his good fortune and kind heart. But soon the money seemed to control his life. He had trouble saying "no" and his marriage suffered. Harrell was reported to have described winning the lottery as "the worst thing that had ever happened to me."

And few would disagree. He allegedly killed himself with a shotgun in May of 1999. His formerly close family is at odds and at war over the remaining money. Some question whether he really committed suicide.

McDonald's worker, Mirlande Wilson, is crying April Fool's after announcing to a coworker that she had won the big one and was to share in the $680 million Mega Million payout. There were only three winners with the winning numbers. However, Mirlande's fellow McDonald's workers aren't feeling the love. Apparently, Ms. Wilson, single mother of seven, participated with 15 other McDonald's worker in a lottery pool. Each worker donated $5.00 dollars and Wilson was dispatched to purchase the tickets. However, now Ms. Wilson claims the winner ticket as hers and hers alone. She claims it was not bought out of the pooled funds from the workers from the Milford Mill McDonald's in Maryland.

Well, that is, if she has the winning numbers at all -- seems her memory became a bit fuzzy. And, two weeks after announcing her win Ms. Wilson and her attorney held a disfunctional news conference, Ms. Wilson, claimed she stashed the winning ticket at McDonalds and can't find it. Hmm . . . want some fries with that crow.

The latest update has Ms. Wilson, wearing more egg on her face, than a thousand Egg McMuffins. After she and her lawyer call off a news conference, she says "she can't find the ticket" and/or "it was hidden at the McDonald's where she worked. But now, her supervisor will not let her back in to claim the ticket." Meanwhile, lottery officials are expressing considerable doubt about her claim.

You've undoubtedly heard stories of ill fated lottery winners who are tragically broke within months or years of collecting their prize. Many look to money as the magic elixir to cure their troubles; however, these winners have found that the money only seemed to exacerbate their problems. Perhaps as USA Today, reported in a January 6, 2011 article, studies indicate that "emotional well being rises with income, but that effect doesn't progress beyond an annual income of $75,000." So, perhaps more isn't always better. But those who participate in the Powerball, Mega Millions or other national lottery are happy to prove the exception.

Lawsuits, greed and fractured family relationships appear to be a by-product of these million dollar fortunes. Seems like the only tuly happy winners are the lawyers and lottery organizations. And while, everyone always says, "I'd handle it better, if I won the Lottery," consider the problems and trouble inherent in this type of life altering event, and ask yourself -- Would you really?

One Paragraph Focus Question:  (Be sure to use a thesis and support)

1.) Do you think lotteries are a good idea for society? 
2.) If you won the lottery, do you think you would be responsible with the money? 

When you are older, do you think you will play the lottery?  Explain.
