Suggested Reading List for College Bound Students (Ms. Prieur)

Angelou, Maya. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings An African-American writer traces her coming of age. 

Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice Love and marriage among the English country gentry of Austen's day. 

Bradbury, Ray. Fahrenheit 451 Reading is a crime and firemen burn books in this futuristic society. 

Bronte, Charlotte. Jane Eyre An intelligent and passionate governess falls in love with a strange, moody man tormented by dark secrets. 

Bronte, Emily. Wuthering Heights  A masterpiece of English romanticism, this is a novel of Heathcliff and Catherine, love and revenge. 
Brown, Dee. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee A narrative of the conquest of the American land as the Indians experienced it. 

Burroughs, Edgar. Tarzan of the Apes A young woman encounters a man living in the jungle as an ape.
Carroll, Lewis. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland A fantasy in which Alice follows the White Rabbit to a dream world. 

Cather, Willa. My Antonia Immigrant pioneers strive to adapt to the Nebraska prairies. 
Cervantes, Miguel de. Don Quixote An eccentric old gentleman sets out as a knight "tilting at windmills" to right the wrongs of the world. 

Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Canterbury Tales Group portrait capturing the full spectrum of medieval society. 
Chopin, Kate. The Awakening The story of a woman who abandons her husband and children to search for love and self-understanding. 
Clark, Walter. The Ox-Bow Incident Citizens form an illegal posse to pursue and execute the cattle rustlers who murdered a friend.
Conrad, Joseph. Heart of Darkness The narrator journeys into the Congo where he discovers greed can corrupt a good man. 

Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War Jerry challenges the power structure at school when he refuses to sell chocolates for a fundraiser. 
Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage During the Civil War, Henry joins the army full of romantic visions of battle. 
Defoe, Daniel. Robinson Crusoe  The adventures of a man who spends 24 years on an isolated island. 

Dickens, Charles. Great Expectations  The moving story of the rise, fall, and rise again of a humbly-born young orphan. 

Dickinson, Emily. The Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson A chronological arrangement of all known Dickinson poems. 

Dostoevski, Feodor. Crime and Punishment A psychological novel about a poor student who murders an old woman and her sister. 

Dumas, Alexandre. The Count of Monte Cristo Unjustly sentenced to life imprisonment, Edmund escapes, determined to get revenge.
Dumas, Alexandre. The Three Musketeers Three musketeers must protect the king in 16th century England.
Epstein, Norrie. Friendly Shakespeare: A Thoroughly Painless Guide to the Best of the Bard. Insights on Shakespeare's works.
Faulkner, William. As I Lay Dying A family takes the ripening corpse of their wife/mother on a gruesomely comic journey. 

Fitzgerald, F. Scott. The Great Gatsby A young man corrupts himself and the American Dream to regain a lost love. 

Forster, E.M. A Passage to India A young English woman in British-ruled India accuses an Indian doctor of sexual assault. 

Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl The story of a Jewish family forced by encroaching Nazis to live in hiding. 

Franklin, Benjamin. The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin Considered one of the most interesting autobiographies in English. 

Frost, Robert. The Poetry of Robert Frost Collected works reflecting both flashing insight and practical wisdom. 

Fuentes, Carlos. The Death of Artemio Cruz A powerful Mexican newspaper publisher recalls his life as he lies dying at age 71. 

Gaines, Ernest. The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman In her 100 years, Miss Jane Pittman describes historic events.

Gogol, Nikolai. The Overcoat Russian tales of good and evil. 

*Golding, William. Lord of the Flies English schoolboys marooned on an uninhabited island attempt to set up a society of their own. 

Grass, Gunter. The Tin Drum Oskar describes the conditions he has lived through in Germany, both during and after the Hitler regime. 

Gunther, John. Death Be Not Proud Gunther's moving story of his son's courageous battle to overcome cancer..

Haley, Alex. Roots Traces Haley's search for the history of his family, from Africa through the era of slavery to the 20th century. 

Hardy, Thomas. Tess of the D'Urbervilles Tess confesses that she bore a child after a forced sexual relationship with her employer's son. 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. The Scarlet Letter An adulterous Puritan woman hides the identity of the father of her illegitimate child. 

Hemingway, Ernest. A Farewell to Arms During World War I, an American soldier falls in love with his nurse.
Hersey, John. Hiroshima Six Hiroshima survivors reflect on the aftermath of the first atomic bomb.   

Homer. Illiad and The Odyssey  Records the journey of Odysseus and other Greek legends of mythology.

Huxley, Aldous. Brave New World A bitter satire of the future, in which the world is controlled by advances in science and social changes. 

Joyce, James. A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man A young man in Ireland and rebels against family, country, and religion. 

Keller, Helen. The Story of My Life The story of Helen Keller and her relationship with her devoted teacher Anne Sullivan. 

Kennedy, John F. Profiles in Courage A series of profiles of Americans who took courageous stands in public life. 

Krakauer, Jon. Into Thin Air The tragedy that took the lives of climbers in a raging blizzard atop Mt. Everest in 1996.
*Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird Atticus Finch defends an African- American man accused of raping a white woman.
Lewis, Sinclair. Main Street A young doctor's wife tries to change the ugliness ignorance which prevail in Minnesota. 

London, Jack. Call of the Wild Buck is a loyal pet dog until cruel men make him a pawn in their search for Klondike gold. 

Machiavelli, Niccolo. The Prince A treatise giving the absolute ruler practical advice on ways to maintain a strong central government. 

McCullers, Carson. The Member of the Wedding A young southern girl is determined to be the third party on a honeymoon. 

Melville, Herman. Moby-Dick A complex novel about a mad sea captain's pursuit of the White Whale. 

Miller, Arthur. Death of a Salesman (play) The tragedy of a typical American who is faced with defeat and disillusionment. 

Orczy, Emmuska. The Scarlet Pimpernel During the French Revolution a mysterious hero saves lives.

*Orwell, George. Animal Farm Animals turn the tables on their masters. 

Pasternak, Boris. Doctor Zhivago  An epic novel of Russia before and after the Bolshevik revolution. 

Paton, Alan. Cry, the Beloved Country A Zulu pastor travels to Johannesburg to find that his sister is a prostitute and his son a murderer. 
Plato. The Republic Plato creates an ideal society where justice is equated with health and happiness in the state and the individual. 

Poe, Edgar Allan. Great Tales, Short Stories and Poems  Poe is the father of detective stories and a master of supernatural tales. 
Potok, Chaim. The Chosen Friendship between two Jewish boys begins at a baseball game despite their different beliefs. 

Remarque, Erich Maria. All Quiet on the Western Front A German soldier in World War I experiences shellfire, hunger, sickness, and death. 
Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye A prep school dropout rejects the "phoniness" he sees all about him. 

Scott, Sir Walter. Ivanhoe The story of Ivanhoe, Lady Rowena, Richard the Lion-Hearted, and Robin Hood at the time of the Crusades. 

*Shakespeare, William. Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet, Macbeth, Twelfth Night, Much Ado About Nothing, others. (play)
Shelley, Mary W. Frankenstein  A gothic tale of terror in which Franken-stein creates a monster from corpses. 

Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle The deplorable conditions of the Chicago stockyards are exposed in this turn-of-the-century novel. 

Steinbeck, John. The Grapes of Wrath The desperate flight of tenant farmers from Oklahoma during the Depression. 

Stevenson, Robert Louis. Dr.JekyD and Mr.Hyde Horror story about a scientist who drinks a potion and develops a split personality.
Stevenson, Robert Louis. Treasure Island  A young boy hooks up with pirates to find his father’s treasure.
Stoker, Bram. Dracula Famous Gothic horror story of courageous people who set out to destroy vampires.
Stowe, Harriet Beecher. Uncle Tom's Cabin The classic tale that awakened a nation about the slave system.
Tan, Amy. The Joy Luck Club After her mother's death, a Chinese-American woman learns of her mother's tragic early life in China. 

Swift, Jonathan. Gulliver's Travels  Gulliver encounters strange adventures when his ship is wrecked in distant lands. 

Thoreau, Henry David. Walden Thoreau spends 26 months alone in the woods to "front the essential facts of life." 

Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America Examines American society from the viewpoint of a French magistrate who visited in 1831. 
Tolkein. J.R.R. The Hobbit  Middle-Earth, populated by small creatures known as Hobbits and a dangerous tale of a ring. 
Tolstoy, Leo. Anna Karenina Anna forsakes her husband for the dashing Count Vronsky and brief happiness. 

Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Huck and Jim, a runaway slave, travel down the Mississippi in search of freedom. 
Verne, Jules. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under The Sea Professor on a mission to destroy an undersea monster. 
Vonnegut, Kurt. Slaughterhouse-Five An optometrist shuttles between World War II Dresden and a zoo on the planet Tralfamadore. 

Walker, Alice. The Color Purple A young woman sees herself as property until another woman teaches her to value herself. 

Weisel, Elie. Night A searing account of the Holocaust as experienced by a 15-year-old boy.

Wells, H.G. The Time Machine A scientist invents a machine that transports him into the future. 

White, E.B. The Once and Future King The classic novel about the court of King Arthur. 
Wilde, Oscar. The Importance of Being Earnest (play) Comedy exposing quirks and foibles of Victorian society. 

Wyss, Johann. The Swiss Family Robinson  A shipwrecked family has many adventures on a strange island.
Yolen, Jane. Favorite Folktales From Around the World Powerful tales with explanations of historical and literary significance. 
* = Already in the 9, 10 or 11th English curriculum.
