The Legend of Bellerophon & Pegasus
Bellerophon (buh-lair'-uh-fahn), the grandson of Sisyphus, was admired for his strength and courage. It was rumored that he was the son of Poseidon. No one could say for certain that he was the son of a god, but most people, including Bellerophon himself, believed the rumor to be true. Bellerophon accidentally killed his brother Deliades and fled to Tiryns to escape punishment. King Proteus’ wife, Anteia, tried to seduce him, but Bellerophon rejected her advances. Out of humiliation, she sought revenge by telling her husband that Bellerophon had attempted rape. King Proteus was furious, but he dared not kill Bellerophon, for the laws of hospitality forbade violence against a guest. 
Instead, King Proteus sent him to Anteia’s father, King Iobates, with a sealed letter. The message revealed Anteia’s accusations with instructions to kill Bellerophon. However Proteus’s plan for Bellerophon’s death failed, Iobates was also bound by the laws of hospitality, so he devised a plan that he was certain the young man would follow and would lead him to his death. Iobates assigned Bellerophon the task of killing Chimaera, a terrible beast that was devastating the countryside by devouring livestock and killing humans. The creature had a head with three parts: part lion, part dragon, and part goat. Oddly enough, it was the goat’s head that was the most dangerous of the three because it belched fire. 
Bellerophon was aware of this impossible task, but rose to the challenge. He sought advice from Polyeides, a man of great wisdom and learning. If Bellerophon could fly, Polyeides explained, he would have a distinct advantage over the earthbound Chimaera. So, Polyeides advised him to capture Pegasus, the snowy-white winged horse that had sprung from the bloody neck of the gorgon Medusa when she was slain by Perseus. Following Polyeides’s instructions, Bellerophon spent the entire night fasting and praying. Bellerophon did not fall asleep until the first light of dawn broke over the horizon. When he awoke, he found a golden bridle gleaming on the ground beside him, evidence that Athena had responded favorably to his prayers. 
After searching for several days, Bellerophon finally came upon Pegasus, who was drinking water from a spring. Holding the golden bridle in one hand, Bellerophon carefully approached the magnificent creature. The horse noticed him and lifted his head gazing into Bellerophon’s eyes. For a moment Bellerophon’s confidence was shaken. Surely Pegasus would fly away, he thought. However, the horse merely tossed his head and snorted softly. Gently, Bellerophon slipped the golden bridle on and climbed onto his back. In an instant Pegasus had flew upward and Bellerophon found himself among the clouds. 
On this day, Bellerophon and Pegasus became great friends and their faithfulness to each other would become legendary. The following day, Bellerophon armed himself with a bow and set out on Pegasus to find the Chimaera. With the advantage of flight, he made short work of the monster. Even the Chimaera’s fiery breath was no match for the miraculous speed of Pegasus. Not a single hair from Bellerophon’s head, not one from the horse’s tail or mane, was singed. With a well-placed bowshot from above, Bellerophon destroyed the Chimaera and returned to Iobates’ court. 
Expecting a reward for his heroic deed, Bellerophon was surprised to receive another dangerous assignment. Each time, Bellerophon’s efforts were spectacularly successful, and he received another dangerous mission. After each heroic deed, Iobates realized Bellerophon’s growing power, so he decided to take a more direct approach. He set up an ambush using his bravest and most skilled warriors. To Iobates’s surprise, Bellerophon killed them all. Iobates began suspecting that Bellerophon was protected by the gods. At about this same time, Bellerophon began to realize the dangerous tasks were more than just an assignment. Sadly, Bellerophon had no idea why King Iobates was trying to get him killed. 
Bellerophon confronted Iobates and the king showed him the letter from Proteus. Bellerophon was shocked and explained the situation with Anteia. Iobates believed the warrior and offered Bellerophon his second daughter, Philonoe for marriage. After a few years of marriage, Bellerophon began to feel restless. He felt that his heroic career had proven beyond a doubt that he was, in fact, the son of a god. His pride began to grow until finally he became convinced that all of the honors bestowed on him by mere mortals were not sufficient. He became determined to receive full honors from Olympus. Bellerophon mounted Pegasus once more and urged him upward toward the summit of Mt. Olympus. 
From his throne on Mt. Olympus, Zeus watched the foolish man’s flight. He considered hurling a thunderbolt in Bellerophon’s direction, but he did not want to risk harming Pegasus who was loved by the gods. Instead, he sent a fly to sting Pegasus under his tail, causing him to rear up suddenly and throw Bellerophon off his back. Bellerophon fell all the way back down to earth. The fall did not kill him, but he was terribly injured. Broken in both body and spirit, the once great hero wandered the earth alone - lame and blind - unhappy and unrecognized. He had been beloved of the gods, but his foolish arrogance had incurred their wrath, and Bellerophon spent the rest of his lonely life wandering in punishment for his pride. 
No one knows when and where Bellerophon died. Pegasus was welcomed to Mt. Olympus and lived out his existence in Zeus’s own golden stable with the freedom to wander on Mt. Olympus or among the meadows on earth. 
The Legend of Pegasus

This is the legend of Pegasus, the winged white stallion, bred from the love of Poseidon, God of the sea, for the beautiful, yet ill fated virgin, Medusa, caretaker of Athena's temple.
Poseidon, so taken with Medusa's beauty, seduced her within the walls of Athena's temple. Angered by this offense, Athena, unable to punish Poseidon, turned her vengeance on Medusa and transformed her into a horrible monster with serpents for hair and a face so gruesome that the sight of it turned any living creature to stone. She was sent to the isle of the Gorgons to isolate her from the rest of the world. 

The Greek Hero Perseus, son of Zeus and Danae, was sent to decapitate Medusa. He accomplished this by reflecting her image in Athena’s mirrored shield, thus never looking directly at her, and with one stroke of his sword, cut off Medusa's head. Out of Medusa's severed neck Pegasus was born. Pegasus then flew to Mount Helicon where the nine Muses found and cared for the winged horse. Pegasus was the most beautiful creature the Ancient World had seen.
After a few years, Athena found Pegasus and gave the Greek Hero, Bellerophon, a golden bridle to tame Pegasus. While Pegasus was drinking from a stream, Bellerophon approached him from behind and threw the bridle over his head. Once bridled and tamed, Bellerophon mounted Pegasus and they became as one, best friends in the world. Pegasus and Bellerophon galloped over land and sea faster than the wind. While riding Pegasus, Bellerophon knew no bounds; he even went on to conquer Chimaera, the dreaded three-headed beast, part lion, goat and serpent. 
Bellerophon, became arrogant with his successes and attempted to fly Pegasus up to Mount Olympus to join the gods. Zeus punished Bellerophon's insolence by having a fly sting Pegasus, causing Bellerophon to fall from his steed and come crashing back to Earth.  Pegasus flew alone to Olympus where the winged horse was welcomed and became the carrier of Zeus' thunderbolts. In honor of Pegasus and his service to the gods, Zeus set the constellation of the winged horse in the Earth's night sky. 

The constellation Pegasus lies between Pisces and Andromeda. The northeast corner of the "Great Square of Pegasus" is shared with the constellation Andromeda: delta Pegasus was given to Andromeda to provide her with a head.
Greek Heroes and Epic Myths
An Epic is a story with a  hero that reflects the values of the culture that authored the tale.  When we consider the Hero in ancient Greek culture, we must realize that the ancient Greek concept of a hero is different from our own ideas about what makes a person a hero. First and foremost, the ancient Greek hero was a religious figure - a dead person who received religious honors (statues and temples) and was expected in return to bring prosperity to the community.
The hero was also a literary figure, and caution must be taken so that we do not misapply our own cultural ideas and standards to the ancient Greek hero. A key part to the narrative of the hero's life is that he or she must undergo some sort of ordeal. The hero, who is mortal (not immortal like the gods) must suffer during his or her lifetime, and, significantly, must die. Only after death can the hero receive immortalization in religion and in song.

The hero must struggle against the fear of death in order to achieve the most perfect death. Such a perfect moment must be recorded in song which in Greek is called kleos. Kleos means “the poem or song that conveys glory, fame, that which is heard”. To say it another way: this word kleos was used to refer to both the medium and the message of the glory of heroes.

Within the Iliad, Achilles is acutely aware of the possibility of receiving kleos. In Iliad 9, Odysseus, Ajax, and Phoinix come to Achilles to try to convince him to return to fighting in the Trojan War. They find him singing songs about heroic deeds. After they relate to him all the riches and prizes that Agamemnon is offering if he will return to battle, Achilles replies by stating that his mother (Thetis) told him there were two ways he might end the war.  If he stayed to fight for King Menelaus, he would die but achieve glory worthy of Kleos.  If he returned home, he would not receive Kleos, but he would have a long and peaceful life.  Achilles knows that a death without Kleos would be miserable, so he chooses to stay and fight in the Trojan War even though his death is certain.  He knows that flowers wilt, but songs of his glory will never fade or die.
The songs sung for heroes and the religious honors given to them in worship and festivals (including athletic festivals celebrated in their honor) are an attempt to provide compensation for the death of the hero. Because the death can never be made up for completely, these honors were considered ongoing and never-ending. They were performed on a seasonally recurring basis and those who particpated in the worship believed that it would continue forever, thus providing a way for the hero to be immortalized -- to live on forever.
The Legend of Bellerophon & Pegasus
1.) What famous Greek figure is Bellerophon related to and what is his relationship?

2.) Bellerophon believes his father is divine.  Which god does he suspect?

3.) Why does Bellerophon travel to the city of Tiryns?

4.) What lie does Anteia tell her husband?  How does King Proteus react?

5.) Describe the Chimaera.  Who gives Bellerophon the task of killing this monster?

6.) What part of the Chimaera is most dangerous?  Why is this ironic?

7.) How does Polyeides help Bellerophon?

8.) How does Athena answer Bellerophon’s prayers?

9.) How does Pegasus help Bellerophon avoid the fire of the Chimaera? 

10.)  How does King Iobates reward Bellerophon?  Why is this ironic?
11.)  What foolish thing does Bellerophon attempt to do?

12.)  How does Zeus punish Bellerophon?  What is the result?

13.)  How did Bellerophon die?

14.)  Why did Athena punish Medusa?

15.)  How did Perseus slay the dangerous Gorgon?

16.)  How was Pegasus born?

17.)  What was the relationship between Bellerophon and Pegasus?

18.)  Where does Pegasus stay after Bellerophon is punished by Zeus?

19.)  How does Zeus honor Pegasus?

20.)  How is Pegasus connected with Andromeda?

21.)  What is an Epic story?  What is Kleos?

22.)  What is the definition of a Greek hero?  How is that different from present day ideas about heroes?

23.)  How is a Greek hero different from a Greek god or goddess?  

24.)  What two choices does Achilles have concerning the Trojan War.  What causes him to stay and fight?

25.)  Why were festivals for heroes continually celebrated each year?
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